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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report provides background information to the Committee for its discussion with invited guests 

to discuss Business Improvement Districts (BIDs). 
 

 

2. Recommendations 

 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report, as background to a discussion with invited guests 

regarding Business Improvement Districts, and notes the discussion.  
 

2.2 That the Committee notes the summary of the site visits to Brixton BID and Baker Street 

Quarter BID on 2 September 2015 to support this investigation, attached at Appendix 1 to 

this report. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 At its meeting on 2 July 2015, the Committee agreed to carry out an investigation into Business 

Improvement Districts in autumn 2015.  The Committee also agreed to delegate authority to the 

Chairman, in consultation with the Deputy Chair and other Members of the Committee, to agree the 

scope and terms of reference for an investigation into Business Improvement Districts.  The report at 

Agenda Item 5 (Action taken under Delegated Authority) details the action taken by the Chairman. 

The scoping paper and terms of reference for the investigation are attached at Appendix 1 to that 

report.  The scoping paper may be accessed here1:  
 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  

 

 Scope of the investigation 

4.1 The terms of reference for the investigation are: 

 To assess the contribution of BIDs to local regeneration in London; 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Final-BIDs-Scoping%20Paper_0.pdf 

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Final-BIDs-Scoping%20Paper_0.pdf


        

 To examine whether BIDs should have an expanded and more strategic role in regenerating 

local areas;  

 To assess the implications of any expansion of BIDs’ activities  for local accountability 

arrangements; 

 To examine the effectiveness of the financial and leadership support that local authorities, the 

Mayor and the LEP provide to BIDs; and  

 To make recommendations to the next Mayor about whether to encourage growth in the 

number of BIDs and if so what further support is required to set up and sustain them. 

 

4.2 The Committee plans to use information from its site visit on 2 September 2015, this formal 

meeting, and written information from BIDs and wider stakeholders to gather evidence for its 

investigation. 

 

2 September site visit 

4.3 As part of the scoping for this investigation, the Chair agreed to carry out a site visit on 2 September 

2015 as part of this investigation. The Committee visited Brixton BID and Baker Street Quarter BID. 

Committee Members held discussions with the BIDs and stakeholders and received a tour of both 

areas.  A summary of the visits is attached at Appendix 1 for noting. 

 

13 October discussion 

4.4 The following guests have been invited to the Committee’s meeting on 13 October 2015: 

 Dr Julie Grail, Chief Executive, British BIDs;  

 Debbie Jackson, Assistant Director - Regeneration, GLA; 

 Anna Minton, Writer, Journalist and Reader in Architecture at the University of East London;  

 Ros Morgan, Chief Executive, Kingston BID; and 

 Councillor Guy Nicholson, Cabinet Member for Regeneration, LB Hackney.  
 

4.5 The meeting will look to cover the following issues: 

 The activities BIDs are involved in, and their changing roles;  

 Relationships between BIDs, local authorities, the LEP, and the Mayor; and 

 How BIDs are governed, their decision-making, and accountability.  

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 



        

 

List of appendices to this report: 
 
Appendix 1 – Summary of the site visits Brixton BID and Baker Street Quarter BID on 2 September 2015 
 
  

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers:  There are none 

 

Contact Officer: Jo Sloman, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 4942 

E-mail: scrutiny@london.gov.uk  

 


